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phenomena. At the present day no one will deny the
propriety of rigidly cross-examining the claims of any
instinct to be an ultimate factor in the organisation. The
difficulties which apply to all such speculations (as, for
example, to the phrenological theory of separate organs) are
not diminished in the case of conscience. When we take
into account any theory of evolution, they aie greatly
increased1.' This supercilious treatment of the principles
of mental classification prevalent from the days of Plato to
our own is the more remarkable, because its author himself
is continually resorting to them with the mere change of tlit-
word 'Faculty' into 'Instinct:* m the very next page he
tells us what happens when *a separate instinct' meets
with 'a conflicting impulse;' and says that 'it is supreme
within its own province, but has to struggle because it is
part of a complex whole which can only act in one way at
once, though accessible to a variety of stimuli/ The
difference between a list of separate instincts and (a list of
separate faculties/ I am unable to appreciate. If no more
is meant than that it must not be assumed, without rational
warrant for the arrangement, no writer whose credit is worth
preserving will be hurt by the imputation. I advert only to
the sweeping attack upon the principle of classification.
Whether the conscience m particular is entitled to rank
among the separate faculties is quite another question,
which will in due time present itself for consideration.

Meanwhile, what are we to understand by different
* Faculties' m our nature? Not any separate agents, though
we are unavoidably led at times into language of personi-
fication, as when we attribute to them * conflict,' ' struggle,'
'authority.' No one who has treated of the 'understand-
ing/ of ' perception,' of ' imagination,' ever regarded these
as distinct efficients shut up m coexistence within one con-
taining being. Nor again, are we to understand merely
seats of unlike Feelings. If it were only that 'Faculty''
always denotes an activity, 'Feeling' a passivity, we should
* The Science of Ethics, thap. viu L 4, p. 314.